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Eſides the Advantage accruing to 
the Debtor, by an early diſcovery 
of his Circumſtances, and ſtop- 

ing ia time, which I have already hinted at, 
and may here:f.er Ealarge upon; I muſt 
enter upon the Benc fit to the Creditor, and 
from thence prove, that if all Bankrupts 
would BREAK ia time, there would 
not be a fifth Part of the Breaches, and 
Inſolvencies in Trade, that now we meet 
with: the Reaſon is plain, 

All the Honeſt Men, who ate Undone 
by the Great Blow of other Mens Infal- 
vency would be Sav'd 3 he that has a Mao 
Breaks in his Debt, 2 or 3000 J. and the 
Storm being too heavy for his Aſtate, falls 


with it, becauſe the Compoſition is both. 


fmall and Remote; ſmall as perhaps 2=6. 
and 6 d. per. J. and remote, as by the te- 


dious Proceſs of a Commifhon, which is 
ſumetimes frum fix Months, to fix Year, aud 
onwards , finiſhing the Collection and Di- 
viſion of the Eſtate 3 this Man, were the 
Compoſition ſhort, as in Voluntary Surren- 
ders it generally is,and did amount to about. 
10 to 15 per Pound, the Creditor would 
ſtand the ſhock, and not be Ruin d. 

Would Men take up carly, the blow - 
of their Affairs, would not be ſo Fatal to 
others; Men might loſe Money by them, 
but they would not be Ruin'd, dif- 
aſter to other Men, would be of tf 
Conſequence to them; a Great Capital 
Trade man, runs into a Molcityge of Peoples 
Debt, withour Regard to” Credit, to 
Truth, to Honour, or to Trade z he gets 
a Capital ſtock out of other Tradeſmen, 
and when he goes off, be Ruiges 4 
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lies, ſhocks Trade, Sarprizes the Town, 
and Pulls down a great many Honeſt Men 
with him. 

Shall 1 Inftance ia a Great Man, that 
fell Unpitied lately, and whoſe fall had 
ſo many II Conſequences in Trade, that 
few had more; and had not ſubſequent Ac- 
cidents brought it to a !uddain Cluture, who 
knows where the Conlequences of that 
Rupture might have reach'd ? 

Had this Perſon conſulted his own real 
Iatereft, ſetting aſide the Article of Con- 
icience, Honeſty, Shame, and Common 
Juſtice, Trifles that according to the Com- 
mon Notion of Things, arc not worth a- 
ny bodfes * Notice, and that by Cuftom 
and Ulage of the Town, arc become need- 
leis in theſe Caſes, had he Conlulted 
his own TIntereft only, he would have 
Broke long before, and had he done ſo, the 
Conſequences had been various and very 
Conſiderable, both to himtelt and others, 
in Which 1 Crave leave to bz a little par- 
ticular. 

1. He had not obtain'd the Univerſal 
Brand of the whole Nation, and made 
Uimlelf fo Odious, that the whole Kingdom 
join'd in making Publick the Deteſtation 


made the Inſtrument of another Man's 
ject, that this other Man has Politically 
Enrich'd himſelt, while P.. kin was Ex- 
pos'd to Baniſhment, Act of Parliament, 
Commithoners of Bankrupt, and all the 
Furious Methods, of Enrag'd and juſtly 
Provok'd Creditors. 

I confeſs, 1 differ from the General 
Opinion in this Caſe, and tho' 1 am 
an utter Stranger to that Gentleman or 
his Chacatter, and not at all concern'd 
one way or other, Directly or Iadirectly, 
wit any Perſon engag'd in that Rup- 
ture, and thereby the better quallify'd to 
[peak Impartially, yet I believe it eaſie to 
pcove, that the whole Plot, Contrivance, 
Management, and Method of that Capi- 
tal Fraud, was Mr. P.. . kin's, wholly his 
own, form'd immediately be:ween the 
D.. . and himſelf, and the other Gen- 
tleman, meerly hook'd in, te bear ſome 
of the Scandal, as the Creditors were of 
the Loſs, by the meer Genuine Deluſion 
of a Penny to he got, which perhaps is the 
01 iginal Sin of a Tradeſman, and too 
much inſeparable, from the General Body 
of the Trading World. ; 

do not think it material, to take up 


of his Crime, made a Law to Puniſh him; this Paper with large Explications g if a- 


and, as it he had Merited to be Baniſnh'd 
Humane Society, our Neighbours the 
Dutch, contrary to their Cuſtom, gave 
Leave to Detect and Apprehend him, 
wherever he could be found. 

2. What Coaſcquences of ſuch an early 
:Rupturegwould have follow d to himſelf, I 
think I need not enter upon; as to the ſingle 
Caſe of Mr. P. . kin, I had not thought 
to have farther concern'd it in this Diſ- 
courſe, but two or three things oblige me 
to it. 

I am Sorry to Reflect upon the Unhappy, 
and Eacreaſe the Barthen, already too hea- 
vy for any Man of Thought, or of Ho- 
nelt Degus to bear; but 1 cannot but 
own, { think che World very much mr 
ſtaken in the C:iccom ances of thit Affair; 
I know , thizy run away with a general 
Cry of that Cale, that this vas not Mr» 
F. . . in's Minnagemsat, but that he was 


ny Man Pleaſe to give me ſuch Illum ina- 
tions in this Matter, as may oblige me 
to altar my Opinion, I ſhall readily do 
it, but till then, I muſt be allow d to flat- 
ter my (cit, that I am able to make it 
out, and the following Diſcourſe perhaps 
may in ſome Meaſure, open the Eyes of 
ſome People in the Caſe. 

Inlazd Trade in England, is carry'd on 
with an Univerſal Adventure, upon the 
Reputation of the Buyer; and the Havock 
made upon Men's Eſtates, by Men of no 
Principles, who have, the Advantage of 
an adyanc'd Character in Trade, is one 
of the moſt Capital Cortupt ions that now 
Afffiets our Inland Commerce. 

As I have Noted of Credit, bow Coy 
ſhe it, how eaſily Diſoblig'd, and how 
willing to give her Attendance, where 
there is no want of her; ſo 1 muſt add 


here, that ſhe does not always — 
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her Friendſbip to Objects that are Wor- 
thy of her Acquaintancez if ſhe could 
really Judge of Meric, Trade would be a 
ſafer Sphere for Honeſt Men to add in, 
and Knaves would never have more Re- 
putation than they deſerv'd. 

But Credit frequently Cloaths that Man 
with Advantage, that wants Principle to 
Improve them t other Mzns Profit, 
and Wiſdom, to impr ove them to by own ; 
and when Credit thus takes part with a 
Knave, to what Monftrous Diſafter in 
Trade does it ſuffer it him to run? he has 
the Keys of every Man's Warehouſe ;, Barks, 
and Goldſmiths keep Caſh but for him, 
every Honeft Mans Eftate lyes at his Mer- 
cy; be Robs Houſes, Picks Pockets, Plunders 
and Rifles Mankind at Pleaſure z and u he- 
ther ſhall we Trace him, his own Ruine 
yes at the end 'tis true; but what De- 
ſtruction does he make in the Common- 
Wealth of Trade whey be falls? How 
many Mourning Families, how many 
Shrabs of Trade link with the Blow? Trade 
teels an Earthquake ; the Exchange ſeems 
to Tremble z the ſhock is felt ſo far, and 
the Blow ſo ſtrong, that it overthrows 
thoſe that totter'd, and totters thoſe that 
ſtand too faſt to be Overthrown 3 and 
the Calamity is fatal to Trade in General, 
as well as to theſe, or thoſe Tradeſmen in 
particular, 

But, to avoid Allegories and 1Iluftrati- 
ons, I deſcend to the Fat ; and ſuppoſe 
here a Man veſted with Credit in Trade, 
but divefted of a Principle of Honeſty, 
and Reſolved to make his Advantage of 
the Reputation he has in the Towa, with- 
out Reſpect to the People he is concern'd 
with; perhaps upon Enquiry into his Af- 
fairs, he figds he does not Thrive, and 
8 if his Credit fails, he muſt ine- 
vitably (ink, Reſolves to ſecure his For- 


tunes while he can be Troſted, and then 
ſhift for himſelf and be gone. 

In order to effect this Horrid Plot upon 
his Neighbours, he goes and Buyes large 
quantities of Goods, the Ignorant Tradeſ- 
men, fond of a Good Cuſtomer ;; aud De- 
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cciv'd by the General Character of the 
Man, makes baftto be Ruin d, and Plunge 
himſelf dee peſt into this auger Gulph; 
to draw them deeper into fhis Plot, he 
makes large advances of Money, aud Pays 2 
Part, in Order to encreale the whole ; 
ard, that he may Delude the People he 
deals with the more, ſeem. to negl-c that 
Credit, they with ſo much the more Ea- 
gerneſs puſh upon him. 

Generally ſpeaking, ſuch Mer, to Clear 
their Hands uf Great Quantities of Goods, 
and Enable themſelves to carry 01 this 
Cheat, ſet another on Foot, and this has 
ſtill another Fraud, of as Fatal Conſe- 
quence as the other, This is by ſetting 
and Way-laying Men of C:ſh, to Buy theſe 
Goods at ſuch Cheap Rates, as ſhall 
tempt them to part with their Money, in 
hopes of ſuch unuſual Advantages. 

How often have we ſcen Men, thus 
drawn into Unſeen and Inevitable Snares, 
and Statutes of Bankrupt, Unravel all the 
Clue, rend the Goods out of the Poſſeſſion 
of the Buyer, and turn him looſe among 
the Creditors, to come in for a ſmall 
Share of his Money? 

This is a Soare, no Man can avoid, but 
he that has Jealouſie enough to beware of 
every one, that offers him a great Penny- 
worth, and Buys nothing out of the Com- 
mon Road of Trade; for in ſuch Caſe, be 
not only runs a great Riſque of loſing 
his Eſtate, but alſo hazards his Reputati- 
on; and too frequently is ſuſpetted to 
have a hand in the Fraud. 

If this Man is Injur'd, he is the maſt A- 
bus d Man inthe World; for it Involves 
bim in Labycinths of Inextricable Difh- 
culty, Blafts his own Credit, fixes bim gin 
the Eye of Scandal as an Unfair Dealer, 
and in Effect, faſtens that Fraud upon him, 
which really is the Genuine Birth, of 
ſome Secret Contrivance, quallify'd as 
before, and bent to Ruine both Buyer and 
Seller. 

If this were really the Caſe of the Gen- 
tleman, mention'd above, who bears the 
weight of Reproach, from a late . 
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